
Since  i t  i s  th rough  a l l  o f  us
you  suppose  Jesus  wou ld  do

Unt i l  we  a re  o lde r ,  we  canno t  ac t i ve ly  cope  w i th  some
beg in  now to  p repare  ourse lves  to  make  the  commi tment

H O P E  O F  T H E  W O R L D

Newspaper  head l ines  and  the  te lev is ion  news  a re  fu l l  o f  the  te r r ib le  th ings
happen ing  in  ou r  coun t ry  and  in  the  wor ld l  And  a t  schoo l ,  we 've  been
s tudy ing  c i v i l i za t ions  tha t  once  were  g rea t  and  power fu l  -  bu t  now a re
n o t h i n g  b u t  c r u m b l i n g  r u i n s !

To  persons  w i thou t  Chr i s t ,  the  wor ld  mus t  seem qu i te  "hope less . "

T h a t ' s  w h y  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s  h y m n ,  " H o p e  o f  t h e  W o r l d , "  w i l l  s e e m
very  impor tan t  to  us .  The  tex t ,  wr i t ten  by  Georg ia  Harkness ,  reminds  us
tha t  th rough  Chr i s t ,  God 's  p lans  have  been  work ing  s ince  be fo re  the
founda t ions  o f  ou r  wor ld  rve re  es tab l i shed  and  w i l l  con t inue  to  ex is t  fa r
beyond  the  measure  o f  ou r  v i s ion .

tha t  Chr i s t  i s  b rough t  i n to  con f ron ta t ion  w i th  the  wor ld ' s  p rob lems,  wha t  do
in  response  to  these  head l ines  f rom today 's  papers :

. . W O M A N  S L A I N  I N  S T R E E T ' '

. . D R O P - O U T S  I  N C R E A S E ' '

. . P O V E R T Y  I N C R E A S E S "

. . D I V O R C E  R A T E  R I S E S "

. . W A  R  I N  E A S T  C O N T I  N  U  E S "

. . T H R E A T  O F  G A S O L I N E  R A T I O N I N G ' '

. .  E N  E R G Y  C R I S I S  O V E R W H E L M  I  N G ' '

of
i n

t hese  p rob lems as  Chr i s t  wou ld ,  bu t  we  can
the words of the 4th stanza:

"Take  thou  our  l i ves  and  use  them as  thou  w i l t . "

H. B. Phi l l ips in his book, New Testament Christ ianity, tel ls the story of
a  l i t t l e  ange l  l ook ing  down a t  ea r th ,  see ing  the  darkness  and  des t ruc t ion
and waste everywhere.  But  in  the midst  of  the darkness,  the angel  saw
l i t t l e tw ink leso f  l i gh t  -  he re  and  the re  a l l  over  the  wor ld  -  where  God 's
purpose  and  p resence  was  a l i ve  and  work ing  ins ide  o f  a  pe rson ,  i l l um i -
na t ing  the  darkness  w i th  i t s  l i gh t .  You  and  l can  be  these  tw ink les  o f
l i g h t  .  u n t i l  s o m e d a y ,  w e  m a y  h e l p  t o  .  . .  " h e a l  e a r t h ' s  w o u n d s  a n d
end  her  b i t te r  s t r i f e . "

The tune of  th is  text ,  wr i t ten by one of  our  f ine present-day Chr is t ian music ians,  V.  Ear le  Copes,  seems to
express with its upward movement, the meaning of the text. Listen to the syncopated effect of the quarter
rest  at  the beginning of  the 2nd,  3rd and 4th l ines.  Do you feel  th is  adds even more v i ta l i ty  to  the tune?
Are any two l ines of  the hymn tune ident ica l? ln  what  ways is  an ABCD tune more in terest ing than one
bu i l t  upon an AABA or  ABAB pat tern? In what  way might  i t  be more d i f f icu l t  for  a  congregat ion to learn?

Why not  exper iment  wi th syncopat ion by adding rests  and delay ing accented beats in  some other  tunes
you know or  make u p? Even bet ter ,  why not  see i f  you can th ink of  words as v i ta l  as,  "  Hope of  the Wor ld !  "
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